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CONSIDERATIONS /EXPECTATIONS/KNOWLEDGE  & HEALTH ISSUES

OF THE BERNESE MOUNTAIN DOG

Thank you for your interest in contacting “PAWSONLAKE KENNEL” home of my stud boy“HEISMYEVERYTHING DELLA TORRE D’OVARDA” and kennel with the “ITALIAN CONNECTION & A LITTLE IRISH LUCK thrown in!

I am principal handler and exhibitor of this beautiful representative of the canine family.  I anticipate that soon “Dante” as he is affectionately  named , “MAMMAMIA DELLA TORRE D’OVARDA (Mia) & INDIGO VAN DE KNUFFELBERG will bless me with robust, healthy puppies of good temperament & confirmation.

I am deeply concerned about the welfare and future of the Bernese Mountain Dog.  I would encourage you as prospective buyers to research many breeders and go to shows and see as many Bernese as possible before selecting your special friend.

I have researched myself many sites and have had the great opportunity to have acquired dogs of exceptional bone, temperament & type from my European breeder friends.  They have been very helpful in mentoring me along the way.  So a special thank you to these breeders.

I come from a health care background as an x-ray technician.  All my dogs hips and elbows are x-rayed and certified before they are bred as part of this process.  Unfortunately, I cannot promise that you will not encounter genetic problems.  However, the incidence and risk are greatly reduced through educated, ethical and selective breeding.  I expect to be able to improve the health and longevity of future Bernese by adhering to this process.  The success of this endeavor depends on the cooperation of the buyer and the breeder.

Each dog at PAWSONLAKE KENNEL is screened and evaluated for potential health risks prior to any breeding.  Other tests besides the OFA hips/elbows at two years of age, PRA, (EYE CERF), DNA testing for Von Wildebrands(blood disorder ) & cardiac studies, plus information on other health related issues.

My puppies will be placed with a written contract.  All puppies produced  at PAWSONLAKE KENNELS will be given a complete health exam by a licensed veterinarian, first inoculations & worming.  Puppies will be placed in their new homes based on the results of the temperament testing and questionnaire completed by you.   

Temperament, type & conformaton is of greatest priority.  The importance of showing in conformation competitions helps to discern the difference of good bone structure and these are the dogs; the best that will win their championships and produce a lower incidence of dysplasia.  Good structure and knowing how to identify it in puppies is imperative to any good breeding program.  This breed, because of their large & gentle, trustworthy nature, do very well in therapy work with children, the elderly and the disabled.  Adding a Bernese Mountain dog to your family will indeed be rewarding proposition, but a great commitment as well!  Please take a few minutes to complete a questionnaire and return it to me.  This will place you on my list for a puppy.

THE BERNESE MOUNTAIN DOG

The Bernese Mountain Dog standard defines the ideal Bernese physically and tempermentally.  Visit http://bmdcc.com/  for additional information and ongoing club activities.

Bernese are working dogs with a history of farm work in their Swiss homeland of Berne.  They were known as “the poor farmer’s horse”, he was used to pull carts laden with milk or cheese, over alpine paths to market and for droving cattle.  Presently, all over the world the Bernese Mountain Dog is known for his great loyalty to his human family, and is much sought after as a family companion dog.  Most recently many Berner owners are discovering the joy of carting and even agility  & obedience competitions.

Bernese are striking in appearance, with a long shinny black coat and markings of white blaze and muzzle, chest, feet and tail tip.  The rust or “kiss” is found above the eyebrows, on each cheek, between the white and black on each leg and under the tail.  Males are 85 -100+ pounds & Bitches are 70-100 pounds.

The males are distinctly masculine with a larger head shape and heavier bone, compared to the bitches which generally have a smaller more feminine frame.

The personality of the Berner varies but, they are most always gentle, calm and affectionate. Some Berners are reserved around strangers, but not shy or fearful if given proper socialization when young.  Most Berners are instinctively gentle with children and other animals and will exhibit a great fondness for them.  Leaning against family members and sitting on their feet is a trait present in every Berner.  Bernese are not at all suited to a solitary existence.  At PAWSONLAKE KENNELS , Berners will only be sold to homes where they will be a part of the family and its activities.  Berners are not guard dogs, but will sound an alarm and make good watch dogs.

The life span of the Berner is described by the Swiss expression:  “Three years a young dog, three years a good dog, three years an old dog, all else is a gift from God!”  The expected life span of the Berner is 9-10 years.  Known hereditary issues in the Berner can shorten their life to an average of 6-7 years.  The Berner is intelligent, but needs patient and consistent training.  They are considered to have a moderate activity level and are obedient and easy-going and fairly inactive indoors.  They are not quick on their feet like a Golden Retriever or Border Collie so they are a fine walking and hiking companion but lack the endurance of the lighter boned breeds.

Bernese DO SHED!  They blow the coat once or twice a year.  A good brushing every few days will greatly reduce the amount of hair shed.  Regular brushing, but only occasional bathing is required.  SWIFFER JETS ARE MANDITORY!

Bernese are not heat tolerant dogs and generally seek shade and be less active during the hottest part of the year.  They much prefer air conditioning and a cool surface such as a tile floor.  My dogs prefer the kitchen, entry and are normally underfoot!  

The Berner is not fully mature until he is about three years old.  Growth should not be rushed; allow him to develop as he should –SLOWLY-  in order to prevent health problems brought on by over-feeding and over-weight.

HEALTH OF THE BERNESE MOUNTAIN DOG

It is possible for normal (unaffected) parents to produce genetic problems in puppies.  It is NOT true that if the parents and their lines are clear of certain disorders that you are assured of getting a healthy puppy.  As a responsible breeder, I will do all I can to minimize the risk of genetic traits through educated, selective and ethical breeding practice.  As previously mentioned all our dogs at PAWSONLAKE KENNELS are DNA tested to identify a gene known to produce a disease called Von Wildebrands(a genetic bleeding disorder),  This DNA test definitely enables the breeder to avoid breeding that may produce puppies affected with this disease.

Every breeding has the potential to produce a hereditary cancer or one of the other cancers that are common with all canines.  All burners carry the genes for hereditary cancer, but these cancers are almost impossible to breed out!  We can only hop to reduce the risk through selective breeding choices and careful management of the lines.

ELBOW DYSPLASIA in the Bernese is hereditary and is caused when the ulna, radius and humerus  fail to grow at an even rate causing the imbalance at the elbow joint.  The degree of arthritis in the joint can vary from severe to none at all.  X-rays are done at two years of age for both Elbow at Hips through OFA. See VeterinaryPartner.com

HIP DYSPLASIA affects ALL large breeds.  Hip dysplasia is caused when the hip(pelvis) socket (acetabulum)  and the femur, do not form a good joint and subluxation or laxity and possibly acetabular  flattening occur in the joint.  Arthritis may or may not be present.  The degree of pain involved will vary depending on the conformation of the joint (ball & socket).  There are good surgery procedures available to alleviate the dogs’ pain, however these are VERY expensive procedures and must be addressed before there is any arthritis development within the joint.  I would recommend before the pup is one year of age to have x-rays (prelims) to discern whether or not it should be used for breeding and show.  At the age of two they should have x-rays sent to OFA for distinct clarification and results sent to Berner-garde.  Care should be taken not to over-feed or over-exercise a young Berner and let them develop naturally at their own pace.

CANCER are one of the highest causes of death in humans, dogs & cats.  Cancer occurs in dogs of any age and breed.  Some kinds of cancer are more prevalent in certain breeds, suggesting that heritable risk factors may play a role.  The most common types of cancer found in Bernese Mountain Dogs, are :  HISTIOCYTOMA-common benign (non-malignant)growth, HISTIOCYTOSIS- average age of diagnosis is 5-7 years.  This cancer is hereditary and is caused by an abnormal increase in the number of immune cells or histiocytes.  LEUKEMIA- starts in blood-forming tissues, such as bone marrow, MAST CELL-diagnosed at any age and is also inherited in the Berner, LYMPHOSARCOMA or LYMPHOMA is a cancer of the lymphatic system and is common to all breeds & MELANOMA as a skin cancer.  We have no definitive way of predicting when or why any of these cancers will appear in a dog.  Breeders  can increase longevity through selective breeding and try to  keep our lines free of these lethal concerns.

DIET & NUTRICITION

Good judgment and doing research on the breed will be your best guide to good nutrition for your Berner.  My dogs LOVE watermelon in the summertime and broccoli in the winter!  They will ultimately eat ANYTHING!  The single most common problem new owners face is over-feeding.  They love to make you think they are STARVING, therefore one must adopt “tough love” as you can create serious health issues by an improper diet.  Mine are given measured amounts three times a day for a young puppy to 6 months of age and twice a day for the rest of his life.

PRA (PROGRESSIVE  RETINAL ATROPHY), JUVENILE CATARACTS

PRA is a cause of early blindness in dogs and is hereditary.  Testing tells us if the dog is affected with the disease and does not identify those dogs that carry the gene.  CERF (Canine Eye Registry Foundation) it is a registry only and a CERF certification number does not guarantee your puppy would not be diagnosed with PRA.  This test must be done yearly in order to be in the CERF registry.    What insures you a healthy puppy is one from a line known to be clear of this disorder.  It has been advised that to start at 12 months of age.

Juvenile Cataracts are also known in some lines of the Berese.

SAS (Sub-AORTIC STENOSIS)

SAS is a hereditary heart valve disorder found in many breeds and even mixed breeds.  It is graded mild, moderate or severe.  Cardiac Testing should be done at one year of age by a  registered Cardiologist.

PET STORES, PUPPY MILLS & BACKYARD BREEDERS

NEVER get a puppy from places such as a pet store, puppy mill or backyard breeder.  A puppy mill is where dogs are bred only for financial gain, without concern for their health and the conditions in which they are raised.  The genetic health and temperament do not matter, as long as the pups can be sold for cash.

If you buy from a pet store, you are only getting a puppy, secondhand, from a puppy mill.  In most cases, a broker for an out of  Canada/out of province puppy mill sends the pups to the pet store with no guarantee of health.

You may pay a cheaper price for a pup from a backyard breeder, but you will not have solid information about the health and temperament.  In most cases, these people do not know anything about the genetics of their breeding pair or how to produce a healthy puppy.  They just decided to let their dog have a litter of pups for fun and/or money.  The cheaper price is not worth the gamble you are being asked to take.  In one instance I called a person selling my breed of dog for $1500 and she did not even know what hip dysplasia is!  There were nine in the litter and an operation for dysplasia  is $5000 per hip!

RESPONSIBLE BREEDERS

A  puppy from an ethical, reputable breeder will normally cost more.  It is similar to comparing a Ferrari to a Fiat!  The reputable breeder has put time, knowledge and HUGE amount of investment into their well-planned breeding program.  Their goal is to produce the healthiest, happiest puppy possible, in order to offer you years of loving companionship and is backed up with a written genetic health guarantee.

